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Step Into Summer!

Happy June, friends! It's time for another update. This one is full of victories that may
seem small, but bring a huge amount of joy to a debut author like me. I hope you'll

celebrate with me!

IN THIS ISSUE:

e We're in a physical bookstore! e I'm a Finalist!
* New review! o New interview!
o New website content! » A sneak peek...

A new home!

Something I think every author, trad or indie, dreams of is seeing their book in a physical
bookstore. That dream is often even farther out of reach for indie authors for several

reasons.

...Which is why I'm so thrilled to have made that leap! With huge thanks to the generosity

and enthusiasm of James, Tere, and the whole lovely team at Red Stick Reads in Baton

Rouge, Stone and Flesh has found its first brick-and-mortar home away from home!

If you're local, I heartily encourage you to stop by! Not only can you grab this signed
copy of Stone and Flesh, but you can treat yourself to their numerous other offerings!

(And they are numerous.)

Farther afield? You can also buy from them online!



https://dashboard.mailerlite.com/preview/1278362/emails/188118425867912260
https://www.tamarasharker.com/about-tamara/support-indie-authors
https://www.tamarasharker.com/about-tamara/support-indie-authors
https://redstickreads.com/pages/about-us
https://redstickreads.com/products/the-fruit-of-war-stone-and-flesh?_pos=1&_psq=tamara&_ss=e&_v=1.0
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Look at those shelf-mates!

'Award-winning'

Another author dream is to be able to add a very cool prefix to one's name: "Award-

winning author".

Competitions have been somewhat low on my priority list, but I've submitted to a few
here and there. It's something to tick away in the background while I write, market, and

generally live my life.

So it was the most pleasant of surprises to receive an email telling me I am the Finalist
for the 'Best Epic Fantasy' category of the 2026 Pacific Book Awards! You can view

the list of winner and finalists for each category here.

O\ﬂca 2026 PACIFIC BOOK AWARDS

(J\F \C BO = @3 ﬁff D1 BRS¢ ?@

FINALIST: Best Epic Fantasy
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New five-star review!

I rounded up May with another review! You can find it in full here on Goodreads. Thank

you, Dimi!


https://dashboard.mailerlite.com/preview/1278362/emails/188118425867912260
https://dashboard.mailerlite.com/preview/1278362/emails/188118425867912260
https://dashboard.mailerlite.com/preview/1278362/emails/188118425867912260
https://dashboard.mailerlite.com/preview/1278362/emails/188118425867912260
https://www.pacificbookreview.com/winners-finalists-2026/
https://dashboard.mailerlite.com/preview/1278362/emails/188118425867912260
https://dashboard.mailerlite.com/preview/1278362/emails/188118425867912260
https://dashboard.mailerlite.com/preview/1278362/emails/188118425867912260
https://dashboard.mailerlite.com/preview/1278362/emails/188118425867912260
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/242759056-the-fruit-of-war-book-1#CommunityReviews

Stone and Flesh is now sitting at nine five-star reviews and three four-star reviews,
which is amazing! I'm under no illusion that there will only be four- or five-star reviews
in my future — and I'll always be grateful for any review that's honest — but this is a

wonderful start.

Thank you for taking the time to write reviews, even if it's just a few words! I hope you

know I reread them often to keep me going.

“...a haunting and ambitious opening...

..richly mythic...”

“Fans of dark Fantasy in the tradition of Steven
Erikson or Gene Wolfe may ereciaH\ appreciate
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New website offerings!

It's always been important to me to have my website be the hub around which my virtual
authorly life revolves. My site and this newsletter are the places I can speak to you
directly, without noise, and offer you the very best. I'm constantly working on ways for

them both to better-serve that dialogue.

Suggestions are always welcome, and I've got a few things in the long-term pipeline, but

here's what I've been working on this month!
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MARK J. ENGELS

New Indie Author Interview! New Blog Entry!



I talk with urban fantasy author Mark Let's talk about how an epic fantasy like

Engels about his Forest Exiles Stone and Flesh fits into a long history of
saga, the unexpected turns a publishing gothic literature! (And peer perhaps too
journey can take, and the closely at my influences...)

challenges and rewards of working with
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Comprehensive Resources to Glossary
Content Warnings Support Indie Improvements

Guide Authors Tabbed segmentation, a
I believe in accessibility, My list of ways you can dramatis personae quick-
so out of respect and love support indie authors has ref, and convenient
for my readers, I created a grown so much I had to downloadable PDFs!
detailed content warnings separate it from my
guide for those that'd like "Manifesto for

it. Independence"!

I also did a little reorganization to help folks find what they want: The Trading Post has
been split in two, with the map and glossaries going into their own, new section called
'Codex'. My storefront has stayed where it is, with that menu ribbon tab now reading
'Mercantile' instead! This will allow me more room and a more organized way to grow in

the future.

That's all for now!

It's time for me to round up! Thank you as always for reading, reviewing, clicking, and
otherwise keeping me in your thoughts. As a treat for reading this through to the end,

here's a cheeky sneak-peek at the opening for Chapter 1 of Nectar for Wasps!


https://www.tamarasharker.com/about-tamara/blog/3177530_interview-mark-engels
https://www.tamarasharker.com/about-tamara/blog/3153153_the-nature-of-the-gothic
https://www.tamarasharker.com/books/content-warnings-guide
https://www.tamarasharker.com/books/content-warnings-guide
https://www.tamarasharker.com/about-tamara/support-indie-authors
https://www.tamarasharker.com/about-tamara/support-indie-authors
https://www.tamarasharker.com/about-tamara/what-is-an-indie-author
https://www.tamarasharker.com/about-tamara/what-is-an-indie-author
https://www.tamarasharker.com/the-trading-post/glossary-of-terms
https://www.tamarasharker.com/the-trading-post/glossary-of-people

Amber. Swaths of amber in every hue. And a prickling, tickling down every limb like sand. But loss.
Alienation. How all that warmth rapidly became cold, tumbling into inertia and then heaviness.
Rocks crumbling, an entire cavern collapsing. Screams. Decay. Scales on scales but then running,
dozens of pounding footsteps that fell away until there was only one. A burning on the back.

Brethoche retreated from the flame and all who resided there. Slowly she reminded the
fibers of her being what they were — bone, nerve, fluid, flesh — and she felt herself sink into the
physical world, becoming solid again, taking on weight, her senses dragging their heels. Rock
beneath her; dust and faint death on the air tempered with the scent of distant flowers; the
minute skittering of beetles through moldering, crumbled charcoal. Breath in her lungs. It was
like being reborn, every time.

Her eyes eased open. She was perched on a boulder overlooking the stain-like Inebi Grove,
extending roughly five hundred steps square as a smear of black at the bottom of the hill. This
hill and the ruined palace behind her were only parts of the much larger wasteland of Gell's
Landing - a scoured-clean battlefield extending for three leagues in all directions. It was here
Agiithsha-Titan had discovered the ikam, here that she had released the Plague of the Bitter
Hand concocted from it, and here that the Shepherd, Fieron Eburos,had -~ .

(Common-sense disclaimer that what's written here could change between now and final

publication, and a gentle request not to share.)

Uushbaht ru’onrel — be safe as you go. With love and gratitude,

Tanara S, Herker

PS — Don't forget to click here to download your free copy of The Hidden, a prequel
novella focusing on the infamous Hidden Company led by Iknais, set some eighteen years

before the events of Stone and Flesh.

Want to do a little extra to support me?

Just $5, even in this economy, still manages to Buy Me A Coffee!



https://dl.bookfunnel.com/lwx24sq6ly
https://www.buymeacoffee.com/tamarasharker
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Tamara S. Harker Newsletter Archive

hello@tamarasharker.com
www.tamarasharker.com You received this email because you signed

up on Tamara's website, or asked to be

13625 Damon Drive subscribed (such as via her ARC Team
Baton Rouge, LA 70816 application).
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https://www.tamarasharker.com/
https://bsky.app/profile/tamarasharker.com
https://bsky.app/profile/tamarasharker.com
https://tamarasharker.tumblr.com/
https://tamarasharker.tumblr.com/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61571885285365
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61571885285365
https://www.reddit.com/user/Tamara-S-Harker/
https://www.reddit.com/user/Tamara-S-Harker/
https://www.instagram.com/tamara.s.harker/
https://www.instagram.com/tamara.s.harker/
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/60635314.Tamara_S_Harker
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/60635314.Tamara_S_Harker
https://www.tamarasharker.com/contact/newsletter-archive
https://www.tamarasharker.com/contact/newsletter-archive
https://dashboard.mailerlite.com/preview/1278362/emails/188118425867912260
https://www.mailerlite.com/
https://www.mailerlite.com/

